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CASE STUDY

MYRICK HIXON ECOPARK ATRIUM

Myrick Hixon EcoPark in La Crosse, WI commissioned 
WholeTrees® to reinvigorate the interior atrium of their 
environmental museum, aimed towards school aged children. 
A 26’ tall structural branching black willow tree replaced the 
two tons of steel in the existing column

The column replacement substituted FSC-certified timber 
for two tons of steel in order to support the 30,000-lb load. 
WholeTrees products sequester carbon and have a weight-
to-strength ratio comparable to that of steel, making small-
diameter round timbers an ideal alternative in structural 
applications. Round timber structural products can often be 
sourced and processed locally to a building site. In the case of 
the EcoPark, the trees were sourced 12 miles from the project 
site, utilizing a local, renewable, and beautiful resource.

WholeTrees also designed and built a round timber staircase  
providing access to a new mezzanine space overlooking the 
Myrick Hixon Marsh. Additional design elements included slab 
wood benches, a 15’ slab wood bar, and built-in shelving for the 
mezzanine. The woodwork utilized several native tree species, 
including red oak, white oak, ironwood, and American elm, 
bringing the character of the native forest into the museum 
space to show that sustainability can be elegant.



WHOLETREES
 STRUCTURES

® CASE STUDY

MEDICI RESTAURANT

The Medici Restaurant and Bakery in Normal, IL is home to a 
large-scale decorative installation by WholeTrees® Architecture  
and Structures. Completed in 2007, the 20,000-square-foot 
new construction bar and restaurant utilizes a burled mulberry 
tree taken from the project’s site as a striking sculptural 
element in its multi-story atrium. In coordination with Chicago-
based architecture and interior design practice Behr Design 
Studio, WholeTrees harvested the 10,000-lb tree, finished it 
for decorative applications, and installed it in the building by 
lowering it through the roof by crane.

The 30-foot-tall beauty tree overlooks the dining room and 
mezzanine level while drawing the eye upward and bringing 
the outdoors in. By using a site-specific tree that would have 
otherwise gone to waste, WholeTrees contributed a major focal 
point to the space that complements the Amish-crafted wood 
furniture and natural wood motifs used throughout the space. 


